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Marr. V. 16. 


5 Light ſo ſhine before Men, 
t they may ſec your good works, 


and glorify your Father which 


ts in Heaven, 


r LTHOUGH there is a Danger of 
loſing the Reward of good Works, 
mention'd by our Saviour in this 

Piſcourſe, wherein he commands 


us, to let our Light ſo ſhine, as to be ſeen of 


Men; yet, I conceive, the Good Work, in 
which we are engaged, is not liable thus to 
loſe. its Reward, Hypocriſy and Vain-glory 
are Sins only of individual Men, and cannot 
properly be incurred by Societies, incorporated 
for a Publick Good, Nor can ſuch perſonal 


Faults of any private Member in theſe Bo- 
B dies 


3 


— — 
Oe Roe — —— 


————— — Il + ib 


Sermon preach d before the Society for the 


\ 


——_—_—. 


dies (could that be ſuppoſed) any ways viti- 
ate, or in Reaſon, diſhonour their main De- 
ſign. It is by the good Providence of Goo, 
that, in this degenerate Age, many Charities, 
Great and Munificent, have been caſt into 
theſe Channels, wherein they run clear and 
free of all ſuch Defilements, as might cor- 
rupt the moſt flowing Liberalities of private 
Men. For we may even ſound a Trumpet, 
when we do our Alms, in this Way: If upon 
the Houſe-tops we ſhould proclaim the pious 
Intendments of our Incorporation, the inde- 
fatigable Endeavours we have uſed in promo- 
ting it, the great Summs we have, in a few 
Years, expended on this important Work ; 
This would not only be very conſiſtent with 
Chriſtian Modeſty, but be very allowable, 
very uſeful, and even neceſſary, to carry on 
our Undertaking, 

Corporations erected for Charitable Uſes, 
are, in their Nature, made to be ſeen of Men. 
They are as that City ſet on an Hill, which 
cannot be hid, The greater Applauſe they 
obtam in the World, the more zealous will 
others be induced to aſſiſt in the Work: And 
that Pomp and Appearance, almoſt of Often 
tation, wherein they are ſometimes ſhewn to 
the Eyes of the Multitude, hath its Uſe; and 

infuſeth, 
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infuſeth, as it were, a Spirit of Charity into 


the Maſs of Mankind. It is ſomewhat like 
the Triumphs of Old, uſed to inſpire Cou- 


rage and Military Proweſs into a People: And 
I am perſuaded, that the unparallell'd Cha- 
rities of this great City are, not a little, pro- 


Upon the like View, and for the ſame good 
End, I ſhall, in my following Diſcourſe, en- 
deavour to make the Nature of your Deſign 
as Public, as ſuch a Diſcourſe can make it: 
I ſhall endeavour to ſet forth, and to pub- 
liſh to the World, the great Worthineſs of 
your Undertaking : And may the good Gop, 
in Mercy to that deſtitute Part of Mankind, 
(of which you, with great Compaſhon, have, 
in ſome Meaſure, taken the Care upon you) 
ſo touch the Hearts of all good Men, as to 
concur, with equal Zeal, in helping on this 
great Work! It is a Work of vaſt Extent, 
and therefore needs all the Aſſiſtance that 
can be given it; it is a Work exceedingly 


wanted, and therefore deſerves our moſt ſe- 


rious Concern, 
But, before I proceed, it may be neceſſa- 
ry to obviate one Thing, which, with ſome 


very good Men, may poſſibly prejudice the 
B 2 


whole 


mons . 


— 


moted, by the * annual Returns of a very lau- Sia Ser- 
dable Solemnity of this Nature. 


TT fr 


whole Deſign: For it may naturally be ſaid, 
There is need enough for propagating Reli- 
gion here at Home, before we look out, ſo 


far, for Objects of our Care. And true it 
is, there is infinite need of reviving a Senſe 


of Religion in the Hearts of all Degrees, and 
Ranks, and Orders of Men: A Zeal for the 


Faith once delivered to the Saints, 1s, as it 
were, utterly loſt among us; and if the Son 
of Man ſhould now come, the earneſtly contend- 
ing for the Faith, at leaſt, would {ſcarcely be 
found upon Earth, Nevertheleſs, the Que- 
{ton lies not here; it is not, Whether the 
State of Religion is not every where very 
deplorable : But, Whether the exerting our 


Compaſſion for theſe unhappy People Abroad, 


will not rather encreaſe, than waſte, our 
Concern for thoſe at Home. All Zeal na- 
turally ſpreadeth, without ſpending its Force; 
and rather increaſeth its Fervour the farther 
it goes, The Charities of this great City are 
fo many {ſhining Lights, which have been 
viſibly enkindled from each other's Flame, 
without any diminution to either: and, as no 
good Man ever found his Wealth diminiſh'd 
by the Enlargement of his Charity; fo I am 
perſuaded, no good Deſign, of a public Na- 
ture, will ever want a Supply, becauſe o- 
thers, 
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thers, of the ſame Kind, ſhall be ſet on 


foot. 
I come, therefore, now, to the Proſecu- 


tion of my Diſcourſe : Which J ſhall reduce 
under theſe four Heads, 


Firſt, J ſhall conſider the Extenſiveneſs of 
this great Work, The Propagation of the 
Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 


Secondly, The preſſing Want there is for 
ſuch an Undertaking. 


Thirdly, The Methods proper for carrying 
it on, at preſent. And, 


Laſtly, The Motives for our doing this 
with Zeal, till we have fixed it on a 
Foot, whereon (by Go p's Bleſſing) it 
ſhall not miſcarry. 


I begin, Firſt, With conſidering the Ext en- 
liveneſs of this great Work. The End, for 
which we were erected into a Corporation, is, 
(as our Charter expreſſeth it) for the Propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel in the Parts beyond the Seas. 
It doth not inveſt us with any other Powers, 
than, by charitable Contributions, to provide 

. | a Main- 
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a Maintenance for an Orthodox Clergy, to 


inſtruct the Inhabitants in the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, in the Truth and Purity of the Go- 
ſpel, according to the Doctrine, Diſcipline, 


and Worſhip Eſtabliſh'd in the Church of 


England, ENG | 

There hath been, ſince, devolved upon us, 
another Truft of a very weighty Nature; not 
only conducive to the ſame good End, but 


indeed abſolutely neceſlary to the attaining it. 


For without a Nurſery to breed up the Na- 


tives to uſeful Learning upon the Place, (the 
Appointment of this additional Charity) our 
Labours and our Views from hence, and at 
this Diſtance, would be endleſs. 


Learning, therefore, to be entirely new 


planted, and Religion to be propagated, thro' 
.one half, as it were, of a whole World, 1s 
the Buſineſs we have had the Courage to take 


upon us in this Corporation, The Plantati- 
ons indeed belonging to theſe Dominions, are 
our proper, our immediate Care; but yet, 
we truſt, the Effect of what ſhall be eſta- 
bliſh'd there, may reach the Countries all a- 
round them. When the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall happily ariſe, in theſe Regions, 


with healing in his Wings, it may not only 


caſt its Light on the dark Corners of one 
Part 
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part of them; but poſſibly diſpel alſo, in 
Time, thoſe groſs Clouds of Superſtition, that 
have from another Quarter, unhappily o- 
verſpread the other. We make it part 
of our preſent Care, to inſtruct the ſavage 
Indians in the Principles of our Holy Reli- 
gion; but it may be, that in future Ages, 
the good Providence of Go p will vouchſafe, 
from this grain of Muſtardſeed, to raiſe a 
ſhelter for thoſe, that, on that ſide of the 
World alſo, are heavily oppreſſed with the 


Romiſh Tyranny; and make our Holy Mother 


become there at leaſt (as She well deſerves 
every where to be) the Standard of the Re- 
formation. 

Large therefore every way, and of a vaſt 
extent, is this your Undertaking; large in the 
Attempt now at firſt, and larger far, we hope, 
*twill prove in the late iſſue and diſtant event. 
of Things. ee 

Indeed, at firſt ſetting out, it appear'd fo 
very great, and to need a Revenue ſo far 
beyond the ſize of any common Charity; 


that it might very ſafely have been exempted 
from the uſual reſtraint of Mortmain, that 
guard, which this wary Age thinks neceſſary 
to put upon all Societies, tho' incorporated 


for doing Good, For what Contributions, 


raiked | 
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raiſed by an handful of Men, in a little 
corner of the World, can be {ſuppoſed more 
than ſufficient to take care (as I {aid ) of al- 
moſt one half of it? No ! the demand hath 
been ſo urgent upon us, and ſo preſſing 
ever ſince our firſt Erection ; that the pur- 
chaſing of Standing Revenues for this pious 
Uſe, hath been almoſt out of our Thoughts, 
as much as out of our Power. There hath 
of late been expended almoſt 'Three Thouſand 
Pounds every Year, (I may publiſh it for the 
honour of this Charity) and yet there 1s 
wanting a far greater Supply. But to take 
ſome eſtimate of this Matter, as it conſiſteth 
of two principal Articles, the one to provide 
a Maintenance for an Orthodox Miniſtry 
within our own Plantations ; the other, for 
the Propagation of the Goſpel among the 
Indians that border upon them: Now of 
theſe we know the firſt to be a very great 
Work, the other we know not indeed how 
great it is. The Engliſh Settlements take in 
a Tract of Land ten times, perhaps, as large 
as this Iſland altogether ; but the ſavage In- 
dians have an extent of Country unknown, 
almoſt without bounds ; of which, at leaſt, 
little more is known, than that it may pro- 
bably exceed our Plantations as much, as thoſe 


exceed 
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exceed this their Mother-Country. Now to 
give ſome Idea of the miſerable Condition of 
the Inhabitants ; and firſt as to the Heathen Na- 
tions: If the Gentiles under the Roman Empire, 
were ſaid to have ſat in Darkneſs ; theſe ma 
be ſaid to have ſat in outer Darkneſs, as well 
as the ſhadow of Death: Ignorant not only of 
the Will of Go p, but of all the advantages, 
and even conveniencies of Life, And then as 
to our own Colonies ; when we conſider the 
groſs Tgnorance that prevails among our Peo- 
ple here at home, notwithſtanding all the re- 
gular Care that is taken for their Inſtruction; 

it will give a very melancholy Idea of the 
State of Religion in thoſe widely extended 
Plantations ; where thro' the whole Country, 
there are fewer Churches in all, than are in 
the leaſt Dioceſe of this Kingdom : the Num- 
ber there, when we firſt took this Care upon 
us, being about one hundred in the whole; 
whereas in this Country, which 1s ten times 
leſs, there are near ten thouſand ; a conſide- 
ration which too naturally ſuggeſts, what I 
am to ſpeak to in the 


Second place, The great Want, and the 
preſſing Occaſion there is for this your Chari- 


table Undertaking. 
C Now 
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Now there is one Misfortune, under which 
theſe Countries labour to this day, ariſing 
from the manner wherein the firſt Settlements 
were made, It may be obſerved concerning 
the Reformation, that generally in the Coun- 
tries where it was begun, and carried on by 
the direction of the Government, (as it was 
in England, Ireland, and Sweden) the Church 
continued upon the Apoſtolic Model : but in 
many other places, where what concerned 
the Public ſo highly, was managed by Private 
hands; where the Good Work was done in 
an Ill, a Tumultuary way : the Church-Go- 
vernment is far different from that Primitive 
Standard, The caſe was too much the ſame, 
both as to Civil and Religious matters, in 
the Planting of theſe Colonies, The firſt Ad- 
ventures were made univerſally by Private 
Men. And accordingly, as to Civil Govern— 
ment, no wonder that in this wide unculti- 
vated Country, and this wild condition of 
Nature, each Planter found himſelf, as it 
were, in a Patriarchal ſtate. A wonder indeed 
it would have been, if theſe Men ( whoſe 
prime bulineis certainly was not to plant Re- 
ligion there) had in the firft place, where- 
ever they ſettled, made ſome proviſion for 
the Public Worſhip of GO p: for alas! after 


all 


FRI "LE 
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all this time, till your Charity took place, 
many large Colonies were entirely deſtitute 
of all ſort of proviſion of that nature; had 
no Churches, no Paſtors ; ſcarce a diſtinction 
of days, and were, in the literal ſence, as 
without God in the world, 

Now, as the date of the diſcovery of all 
theſe Countries was near to that of the Re- 
formation ; how well had it became the 
Wiſdom wherewith that great Work was 
conducted in this Kingdom, that this Foreign 
enterprize alſo ſhould have been carried on 
by the Government in the like regular way : 
whereas in truth the whole was left to the 
wiſdom of the firſt Proprietors, and to the 
conduct of every private Man. And accor- 
dingly, it was with them as in the days of 
old, when there was no King in Iſrael. It is 
true, the Civil Intereſt hath, of late years, 
been with a due Jealouſy regarded, and the 
dependence of theſe Colonies, in ſome mea- 
ſure, ſecured to the Imperial Crown of theſe 
Realms: at the ſame time, Gop hath put 
it into the Hearts of ſome few Good Men to 
regard alſo the ſtate of Religion there: and 
after more than a whole Century it was 
indeed high time to regard it. For, after 
ſo long a licenſe and looſeneſs in theſe Mat- 

9 ters, 
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ters, wherein, for the deſcent of ſome Gene- 
rations, every man hath done as it ſeemed 
right in his own Eyes, where, or how ſhall 


we begin to enter upon this Great Work 


The Government itſelf here at home, ſove- 
reign as it 18, and inveſted doubtleſs with 
{ſufficient Authority there, hath not thought 
fit to interpoſe in this matter, otherwiſe, than 


in this Charitable way, It hath enabled us 


to alk the Benevolence of all good Chriſti- 
ans, toward the Support of Miſſionaries to 
be ſent among them. By theſe, as by ſo 
many Ambaſſadors for CHRIST, where they 
can obtain the favour of being received, the 
miſerable People are humbly, are earneſtly 


entreated to be reconciled to GOD: by all 


the endearing Arts of tenderneſs and godly 
compaſſion, we endeavour to win them over 
to a ſenſe of Religion, chiefly by that Apoſto- 
lic Method of ſupporting the Work ourſelves, 
and making them ſenſible thereby, that we 


ſeek not theirs but them. This, when tem- 


poral Princes oppoſed the Goſpel of CukISxr, 
was indeed the Method taken to gain it re- 
ception in the Gentile World; but there were 
then withal aſſiſtances miraculous and ſuper- 
natural, to give a due weight to ſuch Entrea- 
ties, and to ſoften the obſtinate Spirit of per- 


verle 
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verſe Men, We do not deſpair bur, by the 
blefling of Go p, the like Method may have 
{ill the like Succeſs, howbeit we are not ſup- 
ported by any Miraculous power. God, in 
his infinite Wiſdom, {ſuits the ways of his 
Providence to the ſeaſons and times, and to 
the temper of Men and things in different 
Ages of the World. 

Upon the opening this New Scene, there 
appeared almoſt as large a Field, and as ripe 
unto Harveſt, as in the days of the Apoſtles, 
at the firſt opening of the Kingdom of 
CHRIST. But it hath pleaſed Go p to 


leave us now in this Age, to our natural abi- 


lities only, for the doing his Work: Neither 
need we doubt, but by his bleſſing on theſe 


Means alone, if rightly applied by us, his 


Work, in the iſſue may be done. Only, it 


imports us highly to conſider well, what of 


theſe Means, and which of their kind, are 
propereſt to be firſt applied: and, ſince we 
are to expect no ſupernatural aſſiſtance or 
miraculous powers; to be very careful that 
we take thoſe Methods, which are moſt agree- 
able to the nature and reaſon of the thing. 
And this brings us to the . 


Third 


—— 
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Third thing we were to conſider, The 
Methods which may be proper for our carry- 
ing on this great Work. 

Now our buſineſs at preſent is, as I con- 
ceive it, only to lay foundations: it will re- 


quire Ages to perfect the ſuperſtructure ; but 


it would be building in the air, not to begin 


wholly with theſe. Indeed when we have 
laid the foundations, our Work, from this ſide, 


will be nearly done. The People there muſt 
be induced to think of finiſhing it themſelves, 


The burden to us would otherwiſe prove in- 
ſupportable, and our labour endleſs, 
All the Methods, therefore, which have a 


tendency to the making foundations firm and 


ſure, muſt be at leaſt our preſent Care. We 


are happily fallen into ſome of theſe Methods 


already ; and thoſe allo not more proper for 


laying the firſt Rudiments of Learning, and 


Religion in a State; than they are afterwards 
neceſlary to preſerve and adorn it. 

Among theſe, one of the principal, as it is 
in nature the very firft, is the erecting of 


Schools, to initiate the growing Generation in 


the Elements of all that is uſeful in humane 
life: for without the Knowledge, at leaſt of 


Letters, among a People; in how lame, antl 


imperfect 


oY 
Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 


15 


r 


—B 


imperfect a manner muſt all matters be 
tranſacted, as well thoſe that relate to Civil 
buſineſs, as to the inſtruction of Men in 
things of a Spiritual Nature? And to make 
proviſion for erecting many of theſe Schools, 

m proper diſtricts of the Country, hath been 
very rightly one principal part of your firſt 
Care. For as it is, in the reaſon of the 
thing, That wherewith it was neceſſary to 
begin our Work: ſo is it (a conſideration 
much to be regarded by us) a buſineſs, which 
is likely to provide ſooneſt for it ſelf, Every 
Child that grows up in theſe firſt Nurſeries, 

rovided for from hence, will be capable 
himſelf of undertaking the like care of o— 
thers, and eaſing us, for ever after, of that 


part of our Charge. The more widely there- 


fore, thro' this whole unletter'd Country, we 
ſhall extend at once this branch of our de- 
ſign; the ſhorter and more compendiovs ſhall 
we make it, and in all probability, get to the 
end of this Work in the firſt Generation. 
Of more difficulty, as well as of more im- 
portance, is that of ſending Catechiſts to in- 
ſtruct them in the grounds of ſaving Know- 
ledge; in the firſt principles, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh, of the Oracles of GOD. A matter 
indeed of univerſal concernment in all Chri- 


than 
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ſtian countries, and far from being peculiar te 
theſe ignorant People. Sermons and general 


Diſcourſes to our Congregations are not more 
faſhionable in theſe days, than they are ge- 
nerally excellent in their kind: but neverthe- 
leſs, I ſhall not fear to affirm, that the Cate- 
chizing of Children, and Catechetical Diſcour- 
{cs upon the grounds of Religion are, not 
only more uſeful, but more ſuitable alſo both 
to the primitive Practice, and to the preſent 
Rules of our Church. And indeed, what can 
be Erected ſolidly, or to any laſting pur- 
poſe, where there is no ground- work to build 
upon? I do not ſay, no impreſſion can be 
made; but undoubtedly, no real good can be 
done upon the minds of Men, by the warm- 
eſt, and moſt excellent Diſcourſes in a gene- 


ral way; where they are (as indeed the meaner 


people every where are, to an incredible de- 


gree) ignorant of their very Catechiſm, of 


the firſt principles of the doctrine of CHRIST. 
Care therefore would be very rightly taken 


to ſend over ſome, whole buſineſs it ſhould 
wholly be (and it would be buſineſs ſufficient) 
to teach the Catechiſm ; and to explain thoſe 
firſt Rudiments of Chriſtian Knowledge; 
without which, all higher degrees of inſtructi- 
on in matters of Religion, as well as all pre- 
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tences to Religion it ſelf are vain, In that 
Plantation, which 1s bequeathed to us for e- 
recting a Seat of Learning there, this Pro- 
viſion hath been already made: a Catechiſt 
hath been fixed, whoſe Buſineſs it is to pre- 


pare the poor Negroes for being admitted by 


Baptiſm into the Chriſtian Faith. And the 
more univerſally theſe whole Countries are 
ſupported by the labour of that miſerable race 
of Men; the more neceſſary doth it ſeem to 
be, that this Inſtitution of Catechiſts ſhould 
be enlarged, and provided for in every Colony 
at leaſt, if not in every large Plantation, I 
will not ſay, that ſome of the Planters them- 
ſelves may need Inſtruction as much as their 


Slaves: but thoſe of them that will not ſuf- 


fer their Slaves to be inſtructed, and brought 
to Baptiſm, do need it, if poſſible, ten times 
more, Nothing certainly can proſper in ſuch 
hands; and all the Wealth obtain'd under ſo 
open a defiance of G0 D and Religion, will, 
I fear, prove à Curſe, even to our National 
Intereſts, inſtead of a Bleſſing. I will only 
add upon this Head, That as the caſe of theſe 
Countries too nearly reſembles that of the 
whole World, at the firſt preaching of the 
Goſpel; when they were Adult Perſons chief- 
ly, that were brought over to the Chriſtian 


D Faith; 
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Faith; ſo is it reaſonable, that we ſhould an- 
deavour to obſerve the {ame Method for in- 
ſtructing Catechumens now, as in thoſe times 
proved ſo wiſe and ſo ſucceſsful an Inſtitu- 
tion. 

I ſhall not here {peak to the laudable care, 
that 1s conſtantly taken to ſend over proper 
Perſons, as Miſſionary Preachers in theſe 
Countries; Paſtors to take charge of the 
Flocks when gather'd, and brought into the 
regular compaſs of parochial Congregations : 
this belongs to the Superſtructure, and not to 
that Foundation-work, which I am ſpeaking 
to at preſent, and which I preſumed to ſay, 
was, by all maſterly Builders, naturally firſt 


to be regarded, 


I rather paſs to another Point, the erecting 
a Seat of Learning there; which, as it rifeth 
in degree of honour, above the Inſtitution of 
lower Schools, ſo is it moſt worthy of your 
ſerious concern. It is bequeathed to your 
care; left to you in truſt; and no diſcou- 
ragement, I am perſuaded, ſhall ever make 
you betray it. No! how difficult ſoever it 
is found to lay the firſt Stone in this great 
Work; we ourſelves, by Go b's Blefling, 
ſhall live to ſee it riſe, and be happily 
brought, in our own time, to ſome degree 


of 


— 
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of perfection. The importance of this Arti- 
cle is ſuch, as that without it, all our work 
is endleſs: All we have done, or can do from 
hence, will be like carrying on a War in a di- 
ſtant Country: An Enterprize, the Folly of 
which we have felt, and therefore can eaſily take 
a meaſure from it: For in all circumſtances it 
. is, at leaſt, equally difficult to benefit and to 
do Good, as to annoy and do Miſchief to 
Mankind. In truth, to propoſe the ſending 
over, for ever, a new Succeſſion of Men, is 
an hopeleſs, as well as an endleſs deſign. Our 
Miſhonaries are, to all intents, a Populus Vi- 
rorum, a race of one generation of Men 
and by reaſon of many caſualties, incident 
to the Climate, a very ſhort-lived one too. 
Beſides, there are many conſiderations, of 
great weight, which make it reaſonable to 
embark the Inhabitants with us, in every 
branch of our Undertaking. One of the 
laſt conſequence 1s, that there may be an ut- 
ter failure of the Whole at once, if by the 
juſt judgment of Go p for our Sins, any ca- 

lamitous diſaſter ſhould befal this Nation, 7 
while the Work is ſupported only from hence, 
and the people there neither jointly engaged 
in the deſign, nor indeed verſed in the Me- 
thods of carrying it on in a proper way. Now 
92 this 
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this of placing the ſource of Learning on 


that ſide, will, in the Iſſue, put the whole 
of the Aﬀair into their hands : neither can it 
ever be right, till it is there, The Chriſtian 
Religion never took place effectually in any 
Country, even while the gift of Tongues ſub- 
ſifted, ard when on this Continent the Ter- 
ritories lay near adjoining to one another; till 
ſome of the Natives were fitted to be Or- 
dain'd, and became duly qualified to propa- 
gate it themſelves. This ſeems to have been 
every where the firſt care of the Holy Apo- 
ſtles. Clemens, the fellow- labourer of Paul, 


was a Roman; Barnabas was a Native of - 


prus; Titus, of Crete, It would doubtleſs be 
the more natural way to propagate the Goſpel, 
could it E be done in any other manner: 
But in this caſe, 

dred Leagues of Sea between us; where va- 
cancies frequently muſt happen, but cannot 
in ſome Months be notified to us, and cannot 
then be filled with proper Miflionaries under 
a much longer time: where theſe, and man 
other difficulties daily occur; and above all, 


where in ſupporting the whole at this di- 


ſtance, there 1s this uncommon inconvenience 
attending it, that the greater our ſucceſs, and 
the more proſperous our deſign, the more in- 


ſuperable 


where there lie ſo many hun- 
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ſuperable will be the burden of {ſupplying 
from hence; upon all theſe accounts, I ſay, 
it will be highly neceſſary to transfer the Cen- 


ter of this great Work to that ſide, where it 


may reſt, as in its proper place, And it is 


very Providential that the Materials, for do- 


ing this, are wholly entruſted in our own 
hands: we have an Endowment, ſufficient in 
a few years to finiſh an Ample Building there, 


and to maintain a competent number of Pro- 
feſſors in it. And there is one reaſon to 


hope this branch of our deſign may Houriſh 


with uncommon ſucceſs. Seats of Learning 
will civilize the moſt barbarous People, in 


time ; People that ſhut themſelves out of all 
commerce with politer Nations; and we may 


ſoon, in all probability, {ee an experiment of 
this, in that Northern Country; which tho' 


it hath ſwarm'd into all the Civilized Nati- - 


tions of Europe, yet hath, it ſelf, been unci- 
vilized from the Creation, But then, in a 
Country, where Commerce hath been antece- 
dent to Learning ; where the People arc na- 


turally, at leaſt, of a ſharp Genius; the Soil 


ſeems to have been manured and greatly pre- 
pared for the ſeeds of Arts and Sciences: and 
there 1s no doubt but the Plants, here, will 


make the larger Shoots, and flouriſh in the 
moſt 


- 
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moſt exuberant degree, But however that 
may prove, a Bleſſing certainly will reſt up- 
on it, and increaſe it with the increaſe of 
GOD. For however thoſe Profeſſions may 
be cultivated there, which are the Ornaments 
of Civil Life; the chief and proper intent 
of this Seminary 1s, to be a Nurſery for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel ; for providing a 
neverfailing ſupply of Labourers, to be ſent 
forth into the Harveſt of GOD. The Labour- 
ers that have been, or can poſſibly be ſent 
from any other, any diſtant quarter, muſt 
be, as I have ſaid, infinitely too few, in pro- 
portion to the Work: pray ye therefore, (if I 
may preſume to {peak to you in our Saviour's 
words) pray ye the Lord of the Harveſt, that 
he will, by giving a Bleſſing to this deſign, 
ſend forth Labourers into his Harveſt. 
There is one point more, but of that na- 
ture, as without it, no part of our whole de- 
ſign can be rightly conducted: It is the Eſta- 
bliſhing of proper Governors upon the place, 
who upon all emergencies may inſpect the 
Eccleſiaſtical Affairs of this wide Province; 1 
and be ever at hand to exerciſe ſuch ſpiritual 
Diſcipline, as hath in all Ages been found ne- ; 
ceflary for the good Government of the ; 
Church of Caxzisr. We all find it very dif- ; 
: ficult 
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ficult to watch, and to intend with due Care 
to the diſcharge of our functions, within the 
Dioceſes whereon we perſonally Reſide, and 
whereof the CEconomy hath been long redu- 
ced into a known, and a very regular Order, 
To be Overſeers of the Flock of CHRIST, 


doth at leaſt import a near and a narrow in- 


ſpection: neither can the Reins of Diſcipline 
be otherwiſe than very looſe ; when they 
have ſo much length, and are to be managed 


at ſo unreaſonable a diſtance. But however, 
could matters of Diſcipline be tolerably taken 


care of, under this diſadvantage ; there are 


other functions of our ſacred Office, which 


cannot thus be well adminiſtred, either to 
Prieſt or People. That the Natives, who ſhall 


be hereafter Educated in this new Scat of 
Learning, ſhould be for ever forced to travel 
hither for Holy Orders; will be thought hard 


and highly inconvenient: That munificent 
Charity will only ſeem to aggravate their 


misfortunes; whilſt it ſhall furniſh them at 
home with Abilities ſuſhcient 3 but leave them 


uncapable of exerciſing their Talents, till they 
{hall have obtain'd their Ordinations from a- 
broad. But beſides, till this be done, the whole 
Body of the People muſt remain uncapable of 
receiving the benefit of one entire Office of the 


Church, 
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Church, the Office of Confirmation. And 
let it not ſeem a light thing to prophane and 


licentious Minds, that the Church entertaineth 
an high eſteem of this Holy Ordinance, de- 


liverd down to us from the Apoſtolic Age: 
It is a ſacred Depoſitum, given in truſt to 


our Order alone; and no gainſayings of un- 
reaſonable men ſhall ever make us admit an 
unworthy thought concerning an Inſtitution, 
which hath in all Ages been conceived to 
convey the Graces of the Holy Spirit. Such, 
upon all accounts, is the Reaſonableneſs, ſuch 
the neceſſity, upon this account, for our la- 
bouring earneſtly to procure this Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Church of Gop, among that 
deſtitute and long neglected part of Man- 


kind. And may Gop ſo bleſs your Endea- 


veurs in this, and in all the other prudent 
meaſures, taken for promoting the ſeveral 
branches of this whole Work; that it may 
ever proſper in your hands! No difficulties 
ſhall, I truſt, diſmay you in ſo glorious an 
Undertaking. And I beg leave now, in the 


Laſt place, To recount ſome of thoſe Mo- 
tives, which may inſpire us all to proceed in 
it with Vigour ; and never to ſurceaſe our 
utmoſt pains and care, till we ſhall have ſet 
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cannot miſcarry. All that has been ſaid un- 
der the firſt heads of this diſcourſe, concern- 
ing the Extenſiveneſs of the deſign, and the 
preſſing Occaſion there is for undertaking it; 
are weighty inducements to engage a Chriſtian 
State in the Work; had we no relation to the 


People, nor any benefit ariſing to us from 


their Labours; nor any other Motive, but a 
common Compaſſion for the Souls of Men. 
It is in its ſelf a Godlike Undertaking. To 
furniſh Men with Abilities for preaching the 
Goſpel to an Heathen World, was what GOD 
himſelf was pleaſed to enable them to do at 
firſt ; but not without ſupernatural powers, 
and in a miraculous way. What is given for 
the ſupport of Miſſionaries here, is (I ſpeak 
it with all reverence) in effect the ſame, as 
the gift of tongues. Go doth not, in theſe 
days, vouchſafe to us All Faith, ſo as to re- 
move Mountains; yet by his Bleſhing upon 
this our Charity, he hath exalted the Effects 
of that Grace almoſt into an equal degree. 


Ne enableth Men by a wile diſpolition of their 


Wealth to do, what the Holy Apoſtles by 
reaſon of their Poverty could not, nay, what 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf did not think fit 


to do without Miracles, 


E But 


it on a foot, whereon by Gov's Blefling it 
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But beſides the Dignity of the Work; there 
are peculiar reaſons to engage us in it; and 
ſuch as give thefe People almoſt a Claim of 
right upon us. All the wealth of Europe 
hath the fame date with that of the diſcovery 
of theſe Countries: it hath immenſely, from 
that time, flow'd in upon us; and much al- 
ter d the ſtate of this fide of the World. Whe- 
ther for the Better it may well be doubted; 
ſince we our ſelves ſcem to have grown more 
vicious by the Increaſe: but there remains no 
doubt whether the poor Natives, from whoſe 
country we have drawn this immenſe wealth, 
have been the Better, To our ſhame, they 
have, at beſt, been much neglected by This 
Nation: and by Another, to their eternal Re- 


proach, been treated in a manner moſt cruel 


and moſt mhumane. We dare aſſert, (they 
are the words of one of their own Hiſtorians 
ſettled in thofe parts) that in the ſpace of theſe 
forty years, wherein the Spaniards exerciſed 
their intolerable Tyranny, they have unjuſtly 
put to death above twelve Millions of people, 
It ſeems to remain then in ſome degree upon 
us, not only to attone for our own Neglect 
in this affair; but in the name of all the Na- 


tions of Europe, who have drawn almoſt their 


whole treaſure from thence, to do what in 


us 
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us lies, for clearing off this dreadful Score. 
It will be a more ſubſtantial Honour to us, 
than to have held the Ballance of Power a- 
mong them; in as much as the Converſion 
of Nations 1s better than all the Power of the 
World. The Gold extorted from theſe 1nju- 


red people by that other powerful Nation, 


hath viſibly eaten as doth a Canker ; it hath 
eaten out the heart of their ancient Empire 
here at home: let us, in time, by a due com- 
paſſion to that remainder of them with whom 
we are concern'd, endeavour to call duwn a 
Bleſſing upon our Commerce, and upon that 
valt increaſe of our ſubſtance, which hath 
been drawn from theſe Countries. It is not 
the Contributions of a few Private Hands, 
bountiful as they are, that can anſwer the de- 
mand which, I conld almoſt ſay, is in Juſtice ; 
but 1 will venture to ſay is in all Conſcience, 
and Equity, and in the common Reaſon of the 
thing duely made upon us in behalf of theſe 
People : for there 1s a Circumſtance, which 
{ſeems to make it a National Concern, Pri— 
vate Men have amaſſed very plentiful eſtates 
in this way; but when it is conſider'd, that 
the Duties on this branch of our Commerce 
for the Public Service, are ſo exceſſively high; 
it ſeems to call for ſome compaſſion from the 

E 2 Public. 
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Public, Where the Planter with all his la- 
bour, or the Importer with all his hazard 
gains One part, the Public, in ſome caſes, is 
ſaid to take at leaſt five. A Conſideration, I 
mention with all the deference that is due to 
the Wiſdom of a Nation; but which, it ma 
be hoped, will obtain from the Public ſuch re- 
gard and favour, as may encourage and enable 
Private Men to carry on this great Underta- 
king. This You, by Gop's Bleſſing, have hi- 
therto done with good ſucceſs; and many wor- 
thy and charitable hands are daily added to the 
Work. The foundations are as it were open'd, 
and already laid: when a College is erected, 
and proviſion made for Biſhops to reſide, the 
Building may be look'd on as well advanced : 
When the Inhabitants are ſo well apprized of 
their happineſs, as to come univerſally and hears - 
tily into the deſign; it will not only be out of 
danger of being diſcontinued; but riſe then, 
we truſt, and be finiſh'd with expedition; and 
ſoon be beautified with all the Ornaments pro- 
per for ſo excellent a Structure, fitted to be an 
Houſe, to be a Church of the Living GOD. 

It hath been obſerved in all ages, that where- 
ſoever Chriſtianity was offer'd to a People, it 
did not more certainly meet with Oppoſition at 


firſt, than 1t was received with Zeal, as ſoon 
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as that Oppoſition was over. And it is remar- 
kable, that the molt magnificent Buildings, 

and the moſt ample Proviſion for the Support of 
God's Worſhip, hath been generally made in 
every Country, ſoon after its firſt Converſion, 


We ſhall not, we need not deſpair of the like 


ſucceſs. What hath been done by the Zeal of 
People, and the Countenance of Governments 
in other Agee, and in other Countries will, by 
Gob's bleſſing, happily take place again in theſe. 
There is ſomething uncommon to encourage 
ſuch an Expectation here. I do not mean an 
Expectation, that the Chriſtian Religion ſhould 
alſo be planted in this New World : for that it 
will undoubtedly be, before the End comes, 
Gop himſelf hath ſaid it. This Goſpel of the 
Kingdom ſhall be preached in All the World, 

They ” hall fear the Lord from the West, the a- 
bundance of the Sea ſhall be converted unto him, 

the forces of the Gentiles ſhall come ; the. ſhips of 
Tarſhiſh firs} to bring their ſons from far. 45 
and Javan, and the Iſles afar off, which have 
not heard his fame. But what I would intimate 
is of an higher nature; it is not meerly that 
theſe Countries ſhall be brought under the ban- 
ner of CHRIS T's Kingdom: but that They 
Branch of the Lord ſhould moreover, in its ſea- 


fon, be made both Beautiful and Glorious. GOD 


ſhall < 
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ſhall enlarge Japhet, that ancient Prophecy of 


our Father Noah; that firſt of all Prophecies on 
record in Scripture ( for what 1s {aid of Enoch 


the ſeventh from Adam 1s only reported there) 


GOD ſhall enlarge Faphet, and Canaan ſhall be 
his ſervant, ſeemeth ſo literally to foretel, what 
hath befallen theſe Weſtern Nations (the Sons 
of Faphet) in theſe latter days; as, by ſo early 
a Notice, may juſtly raiſe our ExpeCtations con- 
cerning the importance of this Great Event. 
For was there ever an Enlargement of a People, 
equal to that of taking Poſſeſſion of a New 
World! Or was there ever {o remarkable a Ge- 
neration of ſervants, or ſuch a kind of ſlavery, 


as 18 that of the miſerable Negroes, the Sons of 


Ham! Theſe things, if they were not written 
for our Inſtruction, on whom the Ends of the World 
are come, they cannot but affect us with ſome 
Wonder: the diſcovery of theſe Regions is 
ſcarcely more remarkable in itſelf, than the 
Wordsof this Prophecy, 1o plainly foretelling it. 

But there is one thing more, which I will not 
preſume to mention, as fit to be join'd with 
what is written in the Book of Gop: but it 
may have its ule to inſpire us with Zeal, and 
to engage us more earneſtly to intereſt our 
Nation, in carrying on this Great Work. 

It hath been a general Opinion, ever ſince 


the 
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the diſcovery of this new World; that as Learn- 
ing and Politer Arts, and with them the Arts of 
F Dominion and Empire, have hitherto travell'd 
from the Eaſb towards the Weſtern parts of this 
Continent ; ſo it is to go on, in future times, 
to theſe Regions that have ſat in darkneſs hi- 
-* therto, and in the ſhadow of death. If Gon.,. 
in his all-wiſe Providence, ſhould ſo determine; 
and Empires great and powerful {hould here- 
after riſe in theſe thin-peopled, and uninha- 
bited Regions; what a Glory will it be to the 
Engliſh Name, that by your Charity at firſt the 
ſeeds of all virtuous Arts were planted there ; 
the Principles of True Religion happily eſta- 
bli{h'd ; from this Center widely propagated, 
and deliver'd down to the riſing Generations, 
And peradventure it may come to paſs, that 
when Gop in his juſt Judgments {hall have re- 
moved his Candleſtick from us many Ages hence, 
( many may it be! if Gop ſhould ever ſo deter- 
mine) it may be, I ſay, that CHRISI's true Re- 
ligion, loſt to theſe Regions, then miſerable, as 
the Churches of Afa are at this Day; that 
CURIS T's true Religion may nevertheleſs be 
tranſmitted down to late Poſterity there; and 
from the remains of what {hall be planted by 
your charitable hands, will be known to thoſe 
diſtant Ages, what was the pure Doctrine, and 
Diſcipline, 
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Diſcipline, and Worſhip of this our renowned 
Church; for renowned it will for ever be, 
where it is ever known: But alas! who ſhall 
live, when Gop doth this! 1 1 

I am ſenſible I am carried too far- -; but 

Great Events, the diſcovery of a New World, 
and fo vaſt an enlargement of the Kingdom of 
Cuklsr, may juſtly raiſe great Ideas in the 
minds of Men. Secret things belong to Gop: 
Others there are that belong to us, and to our 
Children: and of theſe, none perhaps is more 
deſerving our Care, or the Care of our Poſteri- 
ty, than This, wherein We are ſo worthily en- 
gaged. 1 ſhall conclude all with that excellent 
Collect of our Church appointed to be uſed e- 
very Seſſion of our Society. 

O Merciful God, who haſt made all Men, and 
hateſt nothing that thou haſt made, nor wouldeſ(} 
the death of a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould be 
converted and live, have mercy upon all ems, 


Turks, Infidels, and Heretics, and take from them 
all Ignorance, hardneſs of heart, and contempt of 


thy word, and ſo fetch them home, bleſſed Lord, 
to thy flock, that they may be ſaved among the 
true Iſraelites, and be made One fold under One 
ſhepherd, Feſus Chriſt our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghoſ}, One God, 
World without end, Amen. 
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